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In Jason Sholman's London studio an occasional, insiytent click s
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SOLPADEINE BECAME HIS MUSE. IT

STARTED BY GIVING THANKS TO A CLEVER
ANALGESIC AND THEN IT EXPANDED"
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milase, wou can aRderpret it 1o boads of different waye’
d wath woeks in progress for his foribeaming show at
a. There are hodogran o OPUCE,
£ ¢ one o feeoe it has 1o be wrapped
in & towel and scaled in Tuppersure. “Th a2 lens I've invented which
mmakes verticals disappear. Its going in a pll of some sont I bends the
hight And ihs & nause me on. 1 have 10 do o late
ai night bockise it s I I meighboufs ohp
he back roorm ibere is 3 with plasses; 10 cach, 3 tra
Buides keads £o the bottom, where a {real) Solpadene lies Nrn!ued by
retin. He has soldifisd the moment the pell i3 dropped in the g:\.-\. and
begns to fiaz, in a 3D homage 10 Harold Edgerton, the !‘|1F.--l|‘|£((|
phatographer who captured ballets cuttieg thro ugh playing-cands ;
I1's what God takes for his hangover Shubman wnys The ongnal has
been bought by the Rachofiky Foundatsen in Drallas But they are very
difTieult to make. There are 10 on the table everything is dane in small
editions = and Shulman 1A't kapgy with any of them. When hr::iie
the onginal baich cnly about six oui of 800 worked. In the kst batck
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ic experts, the
who cut glasses in half But what costs the
18 the sheer failure rate His balancing pole.
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d only at one end, tool-e&:nndmﬂslu'
| get right, using fungsten, which is heavier than lead, |
aluminium, which had 10 be ground down
nmnhmmm The final
pression is perfiectly balanced and completely
counter-intuitive, ke much of Shulman’s work.

Brought up in London, Jason is the youngest | Shuiman's Scipaceine pils suspended mid-&zz: whon
<hild of the late theatre critic Milton Shulman and | he made e onginal batch, onky six cut of 800 worked
the writer and broadcaster Drusilla Beyfus His

sister Alexandra edits Vogue and his other sister | descnibed what the el ts would break down
Nicola is a wniter. He and his wife lve in 2 vast loft | into if you turned them into houschold products

in cast London fiull of Shulman-like arrangements. | He collected his father's ashes and rented a big
“If Jason is emotionally upset. he copes with it by
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top of each other. a close fiiend of his says.

lideas drop into Shulman's head fully formed and bmnmnpmk. ‘Most of the time | was very
he then trics 1o make them work; his pieces are | detached, but the reality of what | was doing came
not just clever, they are beautifully crafted and | in powerful flashes’ (The rest of Milton's ashes
emotional, wo. A Piece of My Father is made from | were strapped 10 a rocket and sent up over
the won clements of his father’s ashes suspended | Elizabeth Street in Belgravia, near his boolkoe’s )
.a-mmw.mmmmw There is another, very beautiful tribute 1o the
'll.-ldrwd-qpebook on the human body. which | dead that Shulman has created. a genuine memento

electromagnet. then extracted all the iron, in the
ht‘mo(dlnt. ‘I spent two months sifting the ashes
onidised colours” That must have

| O lltllll'l'llnlﬂuﬂ' Cabenct in which a ..“
| door opens 1o reveal a mirror. Breathe on the rmu

ror and a photo of Shaunm, Shulman's beut frend
| at art school who killed himself, is revealed wn the
| condensation. and then fades as the breath (ades
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boys, which suggested a way 10 amuse your frends
|bydmm;|nhhonﬂm with a very powerful
acid. It would look like an ordinary piece of glass
until you breathed on it, then the rabbit would
appear. (It didn't mention that the acid would burn
a hole in your skin.) Using this as a basis. Shulman
| developed a safer process with an industrial chem-
| 151, John Davison, and they are plannng 1o develop
'hndmhillmﬂ.imempk.m
a powder compact or a vodka bottle

The writer and artist Harland Miller has com-
missioned Shulman 1o do the cover of his book
on Edgar Allan Poe A limited edition, it will
comprise 10 of Poe's stories and have onginal art-
work inside by a number of artists, with a fore-
word by Miller. The cover will be a picture of Poe
10 the memento mon marror. Shulman, says Miller,
reminds'him of Poe: "He has a gothic aura but he's
actually a very modern thinker.”

Miller has mvested 3 bot of money in it and
counting on Shulman bewng a household name by
the time the book is published - Christmas 2007
Bul it may happen before that. Shulman s a clever
little Light in the murky, overcrowded ant world. His
execution i perfect, but his ideas are his strength
even his failures are more mtcresting than most
people’s successes — and. he says. he has a ot of
mustakes yet 10 make
Jason Shubman is at Madder Rose Gallery. Sept 7
to Okt 15. 1371139 Whitecross Street. London ECI

(020-7490 3647 madderrosegallery. com )



